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Walking the Talk: Making Values Real Stories

SIT DOWN, YOU’RE ROCKING THE BOAT

“What do you think?” asked Helena.

“It doesn’t matter what we think,” said Rob, agitatedly. “What are we going to do?” 

“I’m for an easy life. You know that,” said Colin.

Rob and Helena glared at him. 

“I’m just being honest,” said Colin defensively. “And realistic. He’s made it very clear that he’s not
going to change it. He is our senior manager, you know.”

“Look,” said Helena, “we all know that the proposal contains false assumptions. We’ve all tried to
talk to him about it. I just want to know what we’re going to do.”

“Well, we’ve done our best. It’s not our problem now,” said Colin. “You can rest easy that you’ve
done all you can and we can just get on with our lives. OK?”

“I’m not so sure, Colin,” said Rob. “I think maybe we should challenge the paper.”

“OK. Fine. Do what you like - but I’m not forgetting his little reminder about the staff reviews next
month. That’s all I’m saying.”

These stories are designed to encourage thinking and discussion about Public Service values and standards. They are illustrative stories only and not
intended to describe or identify real people in particular situations that have occurred.

Unlike Helena and Rob, Colin just wanted the easy life.
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