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The Public Service
The departments shown here comprise the New Zealand Public Service. The Public Service is defined 
under the State Sector Act 1988. Departments of the Public Service are listed in the first schedule to  
the State Sector Act.

Chief executives are appointed subject to the provisions of the State Sector Act. The Solicitor-General 
and the State Services Commissioner are designated as chief executives under the State Sector Act  

but, because of their relationship with government, are not subject to all of the same provisions of the 
Act as are other chief executives.

The Government Statistician is appointed under separate provisions of the State Sector Act.

The Director of the Government Communications Security Bureau is appointed by the Governor-General 
under section 9 of the Government Communications Security Bureau Act 2003.
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	 1	 Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Te Manatu Ahuwhenua, Ngāherehere
		  	 Mr Murray Sherwin: Chief Executive and Director-General of Agriculture and Forestry

	 2	 Archives New Zealand, Te Rua Mahara o te Kāwanatanga
			   Mr Greg Goulding: Acting Chief Executive and Chief Archivist

	 3	 Department of Building and Housing, Te Tari Kaupapa Whare	
			   Ms Katrina Bach: Chief Executive

	 4	 Department of Conservation, Te Papa Atawhai
			   Mr Alastair Morrison: Chief Executive and Director-General of Conservation

	 5	 Department of Corrections, Ara Poutama Aotearoa
	 	 	 Mr Barry Matthews: Chief Executive

	 6	 Crown Law Office
		  	 Dr David Collins QC: Chief Executive and Solicitor-General

	 7	 Ministry for Culture and Heritage, Te Manatū Taonga
			   Mr Lewis Holden: Chief Executive

	 8	 New Zealand Customs Service, Te Mana Arai o Aotearoa
			   Mr Martyn Dunne: Chief Executive and Comptroller of Customs

	 9	 Ministry of Defence, Manatū Kaupapa Waonga
	 	 	 Mr John McKinnon: Chief Executive and Secretary of Defence

	10	 Ministry of Economic Development, Manatū Ōhanga
	 	 	 Mr David Smol: Chief Executive

	11	 Ministry of Education, Te Tāhuhu o te Mātauranga
			   Ms Karen Sewell: Chief Executive and Secretary for Education

	12	 Education Review Office, Te Tari Arotake Mātauranga
		  	 Dr Graham Stoop: Chief Executive and Chief Review Officer

	13	 Ministry for the Environment, Manatū Mō Te Taiao
			   Dr Paul Reynolds: Chief Executive and Secretary for the Environment

	14	 Ministry of Fisheries, Te Tautiaki i nga tini a Tangaroa
	 	 	 Mr Wayne McNee: Chief Executive

	 15	 Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Manatū Aorere
			   Mr John Allen: Chief Executive and Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade

	 16	 Government Communications Security Bureau
			   Air Marshal Sir Bruce Ferguson: Director

	17	 Ministry of Health, Manatū Hauora
			   Mr Andrew Bridgman: Acting Chief Executive and Director-General of Health

	 18	 Inland Revenue Department, Te Tari Taake
			   Mr Bob Russell: Chief Executive and Commissioner of Inland Revenue

	19	 Department of Internal Affairs, Te Tari Taiwhenua
	 	 	 Mr Brendan Boyle : Chief Executive

	20	 Ministry of Justice, Tāhū o te Ture
			   Ms Belinda Clark: Chief Executive and Secretary for Justice

	21	 Department of Labour, Te Tari Mahi
			   Mr Christopher Blake: Chief Executive and Secretary of Labour

	22	 Land Information New Zealand, Toitu te whenua
		  	 Mr Colin MacDonald: Chief Executive

	 23	 Ministry of Māori Development, Te Puni Kōkiri
	 	 	 Mr Leith Comer: Chief Executive

	24	 National Library of New Zealand, Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa
	 	 	 Ms Penny Carnaby: Chief Executive and National Librarian 

	25	 Ministry of Pacific Island Affairs
			   Dr Colin Tukuitonga: Chief Executive

	26	 Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
			   Mr Maarten Wevers: Chief Executive

	27	 Ministry of Research, Science and Technology, Te Manatū Pūtaiao
			   Ms Lesley Middleton: Acting Chief Executive

	28	 Serious Fraud Office, Te Tari Hara Tāware
	 	 	 Mr Adam Feeley: Chief Executive and Director

	29	 Ministry of Social Development, Te Manatū Whakahiato Ora
	 	 	 Mr Peter Hughes: Chief Executive

	 30	 State Services Commission, Te Komihana O Ngā Tari Kāwanatanga
			   Mr Iain Rennie: Chief Executive and State Services Commissioner

	31	 Statistics New Zealand, Te Tari Tatau
			   Mr Geoff Bascand: Chief Executive and Government Statistician

	32	 Ministry of Transport, Te Manatū Waka
			   Mr Martin Matthews: Chief Executive and Secretary for Transport

	 33	 The Treasury, Kaitohutohu Kaupapa Rawa
	 	 	 Mr John Whitehead: Chief Executive and Secretary to the Treasury

	 34	 Ministry of Women’s Affairs, Minitatanga mō ngā Wāhine
	 		  Ms Rowena Phair: Chief Executive (Effective 13 July 2010)
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