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Result 2: Increase participation in early childhood education 

(/resources/bps-supporting-vulnerable-children/#result2) 

Result 3: Increase infant immunisation rates (/resources/bps-supporting­

vulnerable-children/#result3) and reduce the incidence of rheumatic fever 

(/resources/bps-supporting-vulnerable-children/#rheumatic) 

Result 4: Reduce the number of assaults on children (/resources/bps­

supporting-vulnerable-children/#result4) 

Why are these important for New Zealand? 

We know there is a link between early childhood experiences and adult mental health, drug and alcohol abuse, poor educational 

outcomes and unemployment. Too many children are at risk of poor outcomes because they do not get the early support they need. 

The human and financial costs of not facing up to these challenges are too high. We know that remedial spending is often less effective, 

and more costly, than getting it right the first time. For example, treating rheumatic fever alone costs an estimated $40 million a year in 

New Zealand. 

Early intervention brings benefits in terms of reduced imprisonment and arrest rates, higher employment and higher earnings later in 

life. By doing better for vulnerable children, we could set them on a pathway to a positive future, and help build a more productive and 

competitive economy for all New Zealanders 

How will we know we are achieving these results? 

The Government's targets for supporting vulnerable children: 

Result 2: Increase participation in early childhood education 

Back to Better Public Services (/better-public-services) I Better Public Services Snapshot (/bps-snapshot) 

In 2016, 98% of children starting school will have participated in quality early childhood education. 



The percentage of children who have attended EGE before starting school has steadily increased each year since 2000, and was 

96.6% for children starting school in the year to June 30, 2016. This is an increase of 2 percentage points since the year ending 30 

June 2011. 

The Ministry of Education is intensifying engagement with priority communities in order to reach the 98% target in 2016. 

Figure 1 
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Result 3: Infant immunisation 

A rate of 93.3% was reached in December 2016 for babies turning eight months of age. This represents an increase of 8% in infant 

immunisation coverage since the start of the target 

(June 2012). 
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Case Studies Result 3 - Rheumatic fever 
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Result 3: Rheumatic fever 

The incidence rate for rheumatic fever initial hospitalisations for the 2016 calendar year is 3.0 cases per 100,000 people (137 

hospitalisations). This represents a 23 percent statistically significant decrease in first episode rheumatic fever hospitalisations from 

the 

Case Studies Result 3 - Immunisation 



Result 4: Assaults on children 

By 2017, we aim to halt the 10-year rise in children experiencing physical abuse and reduce 2011 numbers by five per cent. 

This is extremely ambitious. In 2011, numbers were rising, and projected to rise further without intervention. Meeting this target means 

bringing the projected number of approximately 4,000 children expected to experience substantiated physical abuse down to less than 

3000 by June 2017, which is a reduction of approximately 25 per cent in projected numbers. 

The number of children experiencing substantiated physical abuse is measured on a 12 monthly basis. In the year to September 2016, 

physical abuse was substantiated for 3,051 children, compared to 3,011 for the year to September 2015. 

Ten Children's Teams have now been established; the latest being Counties Manukau. As of 30 September 2016, 2,977 children had 

been referred to the ten Children's Teams (2,433 were accepted) and 190 children had successfully exited with a transition plan. 

Under the Community Investment Strategy, government continues to work on ensuring that funding is aligned to priority investment 

areas, is well-targeted, and based on evidence of effectiveness. Some funding has already been reprioritised to better support 

vulnerable children. For example, the reprioritisation of funding to expand Family Start from October 2016. This has resulted in four new 

Family Start sites being established in T imaru/Ashburton, Taranaki, Tauranga and Manawatu. 

In March 2016, the Government agreed to establish a transformational new operating model for vulnerable children and young people. 

The new Ministry for Vulnerable Children, Oranga Tamariki will be operational from April 2017 and will provide a single point of 

accountability for preventing child maltreatment and improving life outcomes for vulnerable children and young people. 

Figure 1: The number of children who experienced substantiated physical abuse in the 12 months to 30 September 2015. 
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What are we doing to achieve these results? 

TARGET • 

2017 



The Government released the White Paper for Vulnerable Children in October 2012 with the 

Children's Action Plan. Legislation to protect vulnerable children, which was passed in June 

2014, made significant changes to protect vulnerable children and help them thrive, achieve 

and belong. The Children's Action Plan is being implemented by a group of government 

agencies collectively charged with putting those changes into effect, fostering a safe and 

competent workforce and establishing the Children's Teams. Learn more 

http://childrensactionplan.govt.nz/ (http://childrensactionplan.govt.nz/) 

The Supporting Vulnerable Children Results Action Plan outlines how agencies will work 

together on three results to support vulnerable children. It includes specific actions to 

increase participation in early childhood education, increase infant immunisation rates, 

decrease incidences of rheumatic fever and reduce the number of assaults on children. In 

addition, it identifies a group of common actions for agencies to progress. These are: 

• better information sharing to identify and understand who our vulnerable children are and

how we can help them

• better targeted and integrated services

• ensuring that government funding gets results

• working together better at the frontline.

The Ministry of Social Development's Supporting Vulnerable Children Results Action Plan

(http://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/better-public­

services/supporting-vulnerable-children/index.html) goes through how we're achieving these

results.

Back to Better Public Services (/better-public-services) I Better Public Services Snapshot

(/bps-snapshot)
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Study: Pasifika Study Hubs [archived] 

1 May 2018: The Government announced in January 2018 that the Better Public 

Services programme would not continue in this form. These pages have been 

archived. 

The Achieving Through Pasifika Languages 

{ATPL) study hubs located in the Avondale 

Tongan Catholic community have taken a 

complete education pipeline approach and now 

include Early Learning playgroups. Pre-schoolers 

access early childhood education (ECE) while 

Year 1-8 and Year 9-13 students/siblings receive 

homework support. One hub has a Tamaki 

College teacher helping Years 11, 12 and 13 

students prepare for external exams. This is the 

first time that some of these children have had access to these services and is a great opportunity 

to introduce them and their families to the value of ECE. The Ministry is working with other ATPL 

providers to establish more playgroups. 

For more information visit Early Years (Ministry of Education website) 

(http://www.minedu.govt.nz/Parents/EarlyYears.aspx). 
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Better Public Services Result 2 - Case 

Study: Nga Kakano Puawai o 

Kaikohekohe drop-in centre [archived] 

1 May 2018: The Government announced in January 2018 that the Better Public 

Services programme would not continue in this form. These pages have been 

archived. 

The Ministry of Education is supporting the 

Northland town of Kaikohe by providing 

information and assisting with accessing services 

at a community drop-in centre. The community 

celebrated the opening of Nga Kakano Puawai o 

Kaikohekohe drop-in centre - a meeting place for 

young mums to relax, meet, discuss and get 

information about early learning and education for 

their children and themselves. The venue has 

been provided by a local Kaikohe businessman 

and the Ministry of Education provides information and assists with accessing services. 

For more information about the Nga Kakano Puawai o Kaikohekohe drop-in centre, visit 

Early Years (Ministry of Education website) (http://www.minedu.govt.nz/Parents/EarlyYears.aspx) 





At each marae children had a space where they could do art, hear stories, play games and other 

activities while their and learn more about the importance of early learning. Children got the 

chance to participate in Jots of fun activities, in a puna kA hungahunga (or in language playgroup) 

atmosphere. 

This way of working is an excellent example of iwi and government agencies working together in 

innovative ways to reach a common goal. Resources, experience and skills were shared to 

connect Waikato-Tainui knowledge with a life-Jong Jove of learning. Teaming up to take the 

message of early learning to places where people naturally come together so that things start 

happening on the ground is a new way of working cross the public sector that is getting results. 







ELI works by giving children an individual National Student Number (NSN) when they start ECE, 

instead of when they start school as currently happens. This NSN will stay with the child as they 

move to school and beyond. So far 135,000 children in ECE have been given an NSN. 

Once it is rolled out, ELI will electronically collect and store ECE enrolment and participation 

information for approximately 180,000 children. 

For more information about ELI visit ECE Lead (Ministry of Education website 

(http://eli.education.govt.nz/)). 





agencies to explore activities such as Rheumatic Fever awareness, and social housing. 









Last year she introduced a holiday programme that operates out of her house and is now an 

established part of life on Fenchurch Street. Last holidays the children had an Easter Egg hunt, 

took a ride on the train to spend a day at the Wave Pool, went for a bush walk, and on rainy days 

had 'Movies and Popcorn' at Veesh's family home. 

The Kids Club operates once a month in the early evening and so far the parents and the children 

had a games night where families played board games. The next planned events include 

photography, making books, kapa haka/waiata and families will be supported to teach their 

children their Pepeha. 

Fenchurch has seen some hard times recently, as it is one of the first areas in Glen Innes to 

undergo a building/housing transformation as part of the transformation Housing Regeneration 

Project. Many of the families that live in the street have been there for more than thirty years and 

they have been watching their neighbourhood change with old houses, and many residents moving 

out. The new houses are almost finished and this will see new families moving in, while at the 

same time other families may have to move to other areas of Tamaki. Veesh hopes that families 

that have to move away will still connect to the Fenchruch neighbourhood through the FGKC. She 

is also keen for new residents to join the club and be part of this exciting project. 

Veesh is really excited about her work. "We are creating a new tikanga for our community and 

through this our families are experiencing what it takes to be resilient through challenging times." 
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